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developing potential in young people

The Butterfly Project


Concept & Working
The YP Foundation is not just an organization created and run by young people, but an idea that believes in providing young people with the resources to execute their own initiatives that target social, environmental, cultural, economic, legal and environmental issues they are committed to. Established in July 2002 with support from The India Habitat Centre, our primary objective is to bridge the existing gap between young people and their environment by creating an effective platform for their ideas, opinions and talent. 
We work through mediums young people are passionate about such as community initiatives, the performing and visual arts, literary and research projects, interactive workshops and the law amongst others, thus developing and funding innovative ventures by young minds.
The Butterfly Project works under the Creative Branch of The YP, providing young people with a platform to creatively express themselves through innovative avenues in film and/or literature. The project is based on the underlying philosophy of The Butterfly Effect, that sometimes unexpected change can be instituted by the smallest of actions.
The project aims at increasing awareness on issues that young people are passionate about, providing them with the space to voice their perspectives and clarify their thought processes in unique ways. We do this by empowering young people with the required emotional, financial and infrastructural resources, providing them with access to questioning, comprehending and challenging concepts as well as information. 

The Butterfly Project regularly entertains original proposals from young people and additionally, features work through its in house project series on film and literature. These are:

Working with Literature - The Bridge

The Bridge is our foray into the literary world; a magazine that is testament to the variety and validity of different perspectives of young people. Our aim is to give young people a space to carve out their own niche and create or re-create their own rules for creative and journalistic writing. The Bridge is an open-edition magazine series, where young people are invited to edit their own issue on an issue or focus area that they would like to highlight young people’s work with. The Bridge can be as creative and literary as it can be focused on socio-cultural or political issues. 
Past Projects:
· The 1st edition of the Bridge was edited by Aditya Wig on Substance Abuse and Young People and was released in June 2005 in collaboration with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to mark the International Day against Drugs and Illicit Trafficking. 
· The 2nd edition of The Bridge was edited by Shahnaz Siganporia, a young writer whose talents find her working as a Features Writer with the creative arts magazine, Platform. The issue focused on ‘Understanding Homosexuality’ and was released on August 27, 2006 at the India Habitat Centre. 
· The 3rd edition of The Bridge was edited by Neha Dhole, Journalism Honours student at Lady Shri Ram, and highlighted the theme of ‘Interpreting Citizenship’. Released in collaboration with The Right to Information Programme, the magazine featured young voices on their understanding and connectivity with being young citizens, the Indian political scenario and creating effective change.  (October 1, 2006).
· The 4th edition of The Bridge ‘When Whispers Turned to Voices – 5 Years of Being The YP’ was edited by Shahnaz Siganporia and Ishita Chaudhry, Managing Trustee of The YP, on the occasion of The YP’s 5th Anniversary Celebrations on July 26, 2007. The magazine brought together young people’s experiences and reflections of this space over the past 5 years. 

Working with Film
The YP supports young people, spaces and projects that promote both, screening and producing short films. In addition to project partnerships, The Butterfly Project also independently curates The Film Series. A recent addition, The Film Series opens a collaborative space for both upcoming and established young talent to feature their own work with film within an interactive context, that allows the filmmaker to bring to light for an audience the orientation and larger context of the film as well. 
Screening Projects
· ‘The Butterfly Project Film Series’ marked its debut on March 5, 2007 at the India Habitat Centre, an evening that showcased 12 short documentaries by amateur and professional young filmmakers. Highlighting issues they are passionate about, the interaction aimed at questioning, challenging and reinventing how young people engage with issues.  
· ‘Recollections of a Filmmaker: Summer in my Veins’: In collaboration with The Nishit Saran Foundation, a screening of the film ‘Summer in my Veins’ by Nishit Saran followed by an interactive discussion with Gautam Bhan from Nigah Media Collective on ‘Understanding Homosexuality’.

· ‘Jeevika: South Asia Livelihood Documentary Film Festival’ – In event partnership with Centre for Civil Society, Tehelka, The American Centre and The India Habitat Centre, Jeevika 2007 highlighted livelihood issues through the films of a cross section of South Asian filmmakers. The YP coordinated Design work, PR and Publicity and Event Curation as part of the project. (20th-23rd July, 2007)
· ‘Revisiting Jeevika’ – Scheduled for February 2007, Revisiting Jeevika will be a one day film festival that highlights over 5 years of Jeevika, the film festival, raising critical questions around livelihood issues.  
Collaborative Film Projects

· T Junction, Directed by Ishaan Nair (2003)
· Break of Dawn, Directed by Shaahkar Siddiquee. (2005)
· Out of Focus, Directed by Faith Gonsalves, Patience Gonsalves, Ranjini Prasad, Aparna Wahi, Krittika Bhalla, Chayan Adhikari & Adhir Ghosh. (2006)
· Sharing The Virus, Directed by Gaurav Kodesia and Patience Gonsalves. (2007)
· 2 short films on The Right to Information Act and Understanding Citizenship. (Project 18: Understanding Citizenship by The Right To Information Branch) (2006)
Contact Us

Often possibilities and ideas harbouring inside young minds can remain mere wishes if latent potential goes unnoticed. In tandem with this philosophy of The Youth Parliament, The Butterfly Project aims to provide a platform for expression without inhibition. 
If you would like to volunteer with us, start a project or then sponsor a project, please contact:

Tanushree Ghosh
Project Head

The Butterfly Project

Mobile: 9891017438
Email: yp.butterfly.project@gmail.com
If just that one thought can make the difference, what are you waiting for?
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